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Introduction  
 
Chapter 1: The Forerunners: Franklin, Washington and the American 
Revolution 
 

- British Imperialism 
- Benjamin Franklin, the First American  
- George Washington: Embodying the American Ideal 
- A Process of National Education 
- A Closer Look at Franklin and Washington  
- What was Left Unfinished 
- The Michaelic Impulse in America 
- Lincoln and Washington 

 
Chapter 2: An Illinois Youth 
 

- Family Background 
- Self-Education 
- Frontier Man Seeking a Vocation 
- Lincoln the Politician 
- Lincoln the Lawyer 
- Head and Heart  
- Karmic Themes  

 
Chapter 3: Prelude to the Civil War 
 

- North and South: the Economy 
- North and South: Politics 
- Supreme Court Decisions 
- Lincoln’s Return to Politics 
- Republican Candidate and President  
- The Looming Confrontation  
- America at the Abyss 

 
Chapter 4: Lincoln and the Conduct of War 
 

- Dealing with Slavery 
- Gettysburg: Renewing Commitment to the Union 
- Lincoln’s Leadership 



- Preserving America’s Future 
- Fruits of Previous Initiations  

 
Chapter 5: Educating the Nation 
 

- The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 
- Lincoln and the Radicals  
- Lincoln the Writer and Educator  
- The Most Important Speeches  
- Public Opinion 
- Lincoln’s Spirituality 
- Rededicating the Nation: A Transcendentalist President?  

 
Chapter 6: An American that Could Have Been: Lincoln and 
Reconstruction  
 

- War, Reconstruction and Reelection 
- Lincoln’s Death 

 
Conclusions 

- Lincoln, Washington and Franklin 
- Initiate of Old?  
- Lincoln, the African-American and the Fate of America  
- Lincoln and the Future 

 
 
 
 

 


